Mrs. Deanne Lauther
Second Grade Teacher

Availability: 8-8:40 & 1:45-2:25
School phone: 724-962-8300 ext. 3103
Home phone: 724-962-4994

Cell phone: 724-699-7982 (Feel free to text me any time you need to. ()
Email address: dlauther@sasdpride.org
Dear Parents,

Please allow me to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you.  My name is Mrs. Deanne Lauther and I am pleased to have your child in my second grade class this year.  I sincerely look forward to working with you and your child toward a successful school year.

Curriculum:  In second grade we will be concentrating on 2 main areas of study; English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  In addition to these subjects, we will also study Health, Science, Social Studies, Handwriting/Cursive Writing, Writer’s Workshop, and Spelling.  Your child will be assessed formally and informally on all content studied, but only graded in ELA, Mathematics, and Spelling.  Your child will participate in ELA in my classroom and Mathematics/Science in Ms. Schultz’s classroom.  Your child will be graded on classroom work, tests, homework, oral reading, and class participation.  At the end of every nine weeks, a report card will be sent home to show your child’s progress.  The report card will consist of a percentage grade and a checklist based on the skills taught during the nine weeks.  There will also be a mid-point progress report sent home every nine weeks.  If there are any questions or concerns about your child’s progress over the course of the nine weeks, a conference can be scheduled.

Grading: You will have access to CSIU, our electronic grading system.  You will be able to access your child’s grades throughout the school year.  Our school will send home information on how to access CSIU within the first week of school.  You will need to know your child’s ID number to access their grades.
Behavior Management:  In order to maintain a comfortable learning environment, basic classroom rules will be stressed.  These rules will be generated by the children and modified throughout the first week of school.  My classroom motto is… “Respect ourselves, respect others, and respect our school!”  Each rule generated by the children should fall somewhere within the classroom motto.  Throughout the year, a behavior management clip chart will be used.  Each student will begin their day with a clothes pin on “Ready to Learn” on the clip chart.  Your child can either work their way UP the clip chart to “Good Day”, “Great Job”, or “Outstanding” OR can work their way DOWN the clip chart to “Think About It”, “Teacher’s Choice of a Consequence”, or “Parent Contact”. Your child will bring home a record keeping sheet to keep you aware of their behavior in school.  Through the use of these basic behavior management techniques, we should have a smooth running classroom.
Homework:  I realize that you as a parent are concerned with your child’s educational well-being, so it is essential that you, your child, and I work together as a team to promote achievement.  I will be asking you throughout the year to work with your child on vocabulary and spelling words, practicing reading books, homework assignments, mathematics, and many other items.  It is crucial that you complete these tasks at home.  Second grade is such an important year and I am sure you want your child to begin elementary school well-prepared.

Water bottles:  Your child may bring a water bottle to school.  It is much more convenient to have a water bottle at their desk, than making a trip to the fountain throughout the day.  A water bottle is especially important when the weather is hot outside.  Please write your child’s name on their water bottle.
Recess:  We will play outside daily, so please make sure your child is prepared to be outdoors for recess.  Please DO NOT send any toys to school for recess.
Lunch:  The price of a cafeteria lunch is $2.20 or $.40 for a reduced lunch.  If your child is buying their lunch, it is a wonderful idea to deposit a significant amount of money in their lunch account.  This will alleviate the worries of your child carrying a check or money between home and school on a regular basis.  The cafeteria will notify your child when the account is low on money and will also send you a letter informing you of the account balance.

Breakfast:  Breakfast is served daily in the cafeteria from 8:35-8:55 for a cost of $.25.  
Dismissal:  Walkers/Car Riders will be dismissed from the gym.  You will need to enter the gym hallway and sign your child out on the clipboard before he/she will be dismissed.  Bus Riders will be dismissed and escorted to the buses in the front of the building by their teacher.  Please write a note or send an email if your child’s dismissal procedures will change anytime throughout the year.  DO NOT just tell your child if their dismissal procedure is changing.  The teacher must have parent notification of dismissal changes.
Attendance:  Daily attendance is extremely important in your child’s success at school.  If your child is absent, please send in a written excuse within 3 days of the absence, as I have to turn in the excuse to the office.

Specials:  We follow a rotating special’s schedule.  Our specials are…




A day- Music




B day- Gym




C day- Art



D day- Library
During the first few days of school, you will receive several additional letters from me explaining the routines and procedures in second grade.  I know it will be overwhelming, but PLEASE read them carefully.
If you have any questions, concerns, please feel free to contact me at school (Email is best because I see my computer screen throughout the day, but I don’t check phone messages until after school.) or at home.  Also, feel free to text my cell phone.  (
Remember, we are all working toward a successful year!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Deanne Lauther

